
    The tornado season has been particularly 
bad this year, striking several states in the 
south and mid-west.    Loss of life and prop-
erty has been very high.  WCN received a call 
from a long time partner in Southwest Mis-
souri. Steve Donaldson of Rural Compassion 
requested assistance for several farmers in the 
area who’s homes, outbuildings and live stock 
were affected by the storms. We provided  
$1,500 to assist them in repairing their fences 
and out buildings to save their livestock. 

    Through the generosity of a friend, WCN was able to purchase a 22ft trailer 
with a complete living space and 14 feet of cargo space.  The trailer is air condi-
tioned and equipped with toilet/ shower,  micro wave, and a refrigerator.   The 
cargo space will carry portable generators, chain saws, portable lights, commu-
nications equipment and other items as needed to be first responders during do-
mestic disasters.   Our 20 ft box truck will follow with food, bottled water, blan-
kets, and flood buckets.  Our goal is to be able to sustain a relief effort with a 
small crew on site.  As always, we will be coordinating with local churches in 
the disaster area. 
      Our next phase is to develop  volunteer Disaster Relief Teams.  We are 
sponsoring a Disaster Relief Informational Conference in Warsaw, In. on June 
17th.  See the article on the next page for more information on how you can get 
involved.    

    The picture on the left was taken in January 2006, 5 months after hurricane Katrina 
struck the Gulf coast.   Joe was standing just 200 yards from the levee break in the 9th 
ward in New Orleans (N.O.).  There are still thousands of homes in ruins and hun-
dreds of thousands of people displaced.    
     WCN partnered with Tim Gresham Ministries of Tipton Indiana to provide a bunk-
house trailer for relief workers in City Park in New Orleans.   Tim has been working 
in New Orleans since a few days after the hurricane.   Tim and other ministry partners 
have been providing food, clothes, and spiritual ministry to thousands of displaced 
residences of N.O.   Hundreds of relief workers have passed through City Park and 
many have been hosted by Tim.   Most of the workers spend two weeks performing 
clean up and repairs of the many homes in N.O.  They also serve on evangelism teams 
that return to the neighborhoods where they have worked to share their faith with the 
residences.  Several of our partner Churches have 
provided work teams in multiple places along the 

Gulf Coast, providing cleanup and repair services.   Many have shared their testimonies with us say-
ing that they were blessed by the experience and would encourage others to help.  There will be a 
need for help for a long time.   Those with building skills are needed to help in the long process of 
rebuilding.     
     WCN provided more than $60,000 in relief supplies and resources to the Katrina and Rita relief 
effort along the Gulf coast.  We assisted in Waveland and Leakesville Mississippi, New Orleans, 
Covington, Baton Rouge, and Lake Charles, Louisiana.    Most of our efforts  were directed towards 
helping local churches in their efforts to reach the victims with compassion and God’s love. 
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